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SIR: 

Responsive to office letter dated June 10, 2003, request 
is made for withdrawal of the accompanying Notice of Abandonment, 
which indicates that abandonment occurred for failure to respond to 
the office letter of October 22, 2002. The accompanying copies of 
documents are submitted to show that a response was in fact 
received in good time, although it included a typographic error in 
the serial number. However, the accompanying covering letter 
clearly identified the examining unit, the examiner's name, the 
names of the applicants, the title of the invention, and other 
data, including attorney's docket number, so that the document 
should have found its way to the office file. 

Not having received a response, counsel did contact 
Examiner Thomas in March, and pursuant to request, faxed a copy to 
the designated fax number, which fax also apparently was not 
received by Examiner Thomas. Following a subsequent telephone 
call, counsel remailed the response with an accompanying postcard 
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which apparently was received by the office but not before the 
Notice of Abandonment was dictated by the Examiner. 

The failure to notice the erroneous serial number was 
occasioned by the fact that the office letter of October 22, 2002 
was a two-month action, and counsel's typist is located in 
Bluff ton, South Carolina. A response was dictated immediately upon 
receipt, and the hew declaration was mailed promptly to the 
principal applicant, Lester E. Cornelius, directly from Bluff ton. 
It was^ executed and then forwarded to Hong Kong, China for 
execution by the second applicant, and returned by expedited mail. 
Counsel received the completed document the day immediately before 
he left on vacation in December and mailed the same, together with 
a large amount of other mail in hope of avoiding Christmas delays, 
since the response was due December 22, 2002. A return postcard 
was dated December 9, 2002, over two weeks before the last day. 

Accordingly, it is requested that the -Notice of 
Abandonment be withdrawn, if based solely on the fact that a 
response to the office action of October 22, 2002 was not received. 
Applicant's submission included not only a certificate of mailing, 
but a return postcard, which acknowledged receipt of the document. 
It is believed that the response must have either been misplaced, 
or filed with the application file for the mistyped serial number, 
Serial No.: 09/753,520, but in such case, the Examiner handling 
that case, or that art unit had sufficient information to contact 
Examiner Thomas and notify him of the error. 
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Without being aware of the error which resulted from 
counsel's most recent call to Examiner Thomas April 7, 2003, there 
is nothing which Applicant could have done to correct the error. 

Respectfully, 



Charles E. Temko 
Attorney for Applicant 

22 Marion Road 
Westport, CT 06880": 
(203) 227-7368 
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